Embracing
the Seasons

Omas:Works: Land House,
Meaford, Ontario, Canada
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Above A porch by the main entrance doubles
as a wood store; the separate sauna also has a
mini breezeway.
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ogtrot houses are defined by their central breezeways,

which form a partially sheltered space at the heart of

the building, under the roof but open to the landscape

at cither side. They are more commonly seen in the

southern states of America, where the breezeway
helps to cool the house, positioned between a simple living room
and kitchen on one side and a bedroom or two on the other. They
are not so common in the colder climate of Canada, but Joel and
Michelle Loblaw (a landscape and furniture designer respectively)
insisted on such a plan for the design of their home in Meaford,
Ontario, not far from the shore of Nottawasaga Bay.

“The effect of the dogtrot here is that the owners are
constantly forced to engage with the environment, the weather
and the landscape as they pass from one part of the house to the
ther,” says the designer Brian O'Brian of Omas:Works. 1 have been
fascinated by dogtrots for years, so the opportunity t0 build one
was very welcome, Be ond that, the key ideas here relate to !‘he
ense of being held within a volume while simultaneously bﬂf‘S
reminded of where you are and your connections to the land!
The Loblaws bought the property some years ago,

tally camped on the site beside the substanli'.\:lpo'gl bcf:’;ﬁ;‘;ﬁ;y
iilding g si » offerid ' i in. Even
ng a simple off-grid bunkie', or sleeping cabin - hich they all

ed to commission a new house on the property, hemselves
he Land’, to serve as a holiday and weekend home for the

and their two young children. ‘We've been coming up to the Land
for years, and we have raised our kids with this as part of their lives,
they say. ‘Brian knew we wanted to live in a way where we would be
part of the landscape, and that we wanted to feel truly at home e
time we arrive here” .

The single-storey house was designed and built to a modest
budget, keeping the environmental sensitivity of the I,;u.-d - which
is in 4 conservation area - in mind throughout, :l!tm_j: W h_thc need
for a low-maintenance and hard-wearing retreat. Itis ('!'.ﬂl in tongue
and-groove cedar siding, and roofed with sheets uf_qgnqutmmi
steel. Inside, the princirm] material for W“I.Is. and ceilings is Iuntr\:‘.llcd
plywood, and the floors are timber. The living room and kitchen sit
at one end of the house, and there are three bedrooms across the
breezeway. Joel has also created a series ul'nru_tdnx:r rooms, pI.u:; a
sauna, including a fully functioning outdoor kitchen with wood-

B! c‘:i';ﬂling is pro\'idcd by two wood-burning sm\'cs.l one i_n the
ivi m and a second in the master hu{rm_)m uhun.- isa _t]"“l
!l\’lﬂgfﬂ’o kie), while natural cross ventilation is assisted in the
patic ol bull:e d Jgtrot plan and opening windows to either side.
su'mnwr &7 ﬁw:g:: well on the site, and the house has its own
““l'e‘ e t system. The house is largely self-sufficient, although
wpuc'“:;&:; eliﬁric:;l provision from the grid, which is principally
::g:;ﬁngly used for lighting

oy

during winter visits.

221




Waterside and Coast
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